Annual Report

Fiscal Year 2020
Bringing Hope, Relief, Transforming Lives

Mitchell Thorp Foundation supports families whose children suffer from
life-threatening illnesses, diseases and disorders, by providing financial,
emotional and resource support to their desperate situations.

When Communities of Willing and Giving Hearts Come Together, Miracles Do Happen.
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To our MTF
Friends of the
Foundation,
With so much that has happened this past year, we all need to be grateful
and thankful for all things big and small. In this time like no other, we
present the Mitchell Thorp Foundation Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Report.
While most of our activities this past year happened before the COVID-19
pandemic, its impact on our critically ill children and their families now
dominates every aspect of our work.
This shocking crisis created from COVID-19 is very similar to how our Mitchell Thorp Foundation (MTF) families feel
when they receive the news of their child’s life-threatening diagnosis. No parent ever wants to hear that their child
has been diagnosed with a life-threatening medical condition, it turns the family upside down. Where 24/7 care and
hardship become a way of life.
There are so many unanswered questions, the unknowns, what to do/not do and for how long. Their lives change in
where they go, can go, and who they can be with. Many children that are fighting cancer or life-threatening illnesses
have faced social isolation and quarantine as part of their treatment for months on end.
In perspective, keep in mind the resilience and perseverance our MTF children face daily. They still can find a way to
smile during the most difficult and uncertain times of their lives. You are experiencing a taste of what uncertainty is
like for many of our families and children MTF helps.
The Mitchell Thorp Foundation understand this, maybe more than most. Our purpose is to make a difference today
for a child who is fighting for their tomorrow, while bringing hope, relief, and transforming lives in the process.
It is thanks to your generosity and concern that the Mitchell Thorp Foundation has had the resources to spring into
action without missing a beat during this unprecedented health emergency. It has never been truer, and we could
not do it without you!
On behalf of the entire Mitchell Thorp Foundation family, thank you for your unwavering support. We send our best
wishes for good health to you and your loved ones.

With love and appreciation,

Beth & Brad Thorp, Co-Founders
Executive Director & CEO
Mitchell Thorp Foundation

GIVING FAMILIES HOPE
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Board of
Directors
Brad Thorp, CEO/Director of Development

Officers & Advisors

Beth Thorp, Executive Director/Co-Founder

Kenny Wood - Youth Leadership Council Director

George Jackson, Treasurer

Renee Simpson - Grant Writer

Jeran Fraser, Director

Lee Anne Johanson - Accountant

Kurt Ergene, Director
Kelly McLaughlin, Director
Marcus Shaw, Director

Mitchell Thorp Foundation is a registered 501(c)(3) charity established in 2009. All contributions are tax-deductible.
Mitchell Thorp Foundation is committed to the highest standard of public accountability and transparency. Mitchell Thorp Foundation
earned the PlatinumSeal of Transparency from GuideStar along with being in good standing with the San Diego Foundation. Tax
Deductible ID # 27-0824320

A BIG Thank you...
to the Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce for
naming the Mitchell Thorp Foundation NonProfit of the Year! We are honored to be part
of the Carlsbad community and continue to
make a difference for children diagnosed
with life-threatening illnesses.

Brett Schanzenbach, CEO of Carlsbad Chamber
of Commerce, dropped off the award after
the Virtual 2020 CBAD Awards WEEK event!
Congrats to all the other winners!
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MORE
THAN
JUST A
NAME
I am writing this letter in huge
support for the Mitchell Thorp
Foundation. My two-year-old
daughter Charlie was diagnosed
with a rare brain tumor in May
2018. She underwent Brain surgery
at Radys Children’s Hospital, San
Diego, California, followed by nine
months of high dose chemotherapy
and three bone marrow transplants.
Charlie has such a rare tumor we had
to send out to eight different doctors for second options, to three different countries and five states. Her
tumor is still undiagnosed.
We found out Charlies diagnosis just two months after having our second child. It was an incredibly tough
year for my husband and me. I had to take time off work to be at my daughters’ bedside during her in
patient treatment. My husband had to continue to work to cover the benefits for her care. We spent our life
savings on medical bills and second opinion costs. The loss of income took a toll on our family and almost
bankrupted us in losing everything.
Brad & Beth Thorp Co-Founders of Mitchell Thorp Foundation came to the hospital and shared with us
how they can help. If it weren’t for Mitchell Thorp Foundation, we would have lost our home. They helped
us cover our mortgage and cover medical bills. They visited us at her bedside several times and brought so
many gifts for her and her brother for Christmas.
They are more than just a name and a foundation. They truly care, they are angels to us. Charlie is
thriving now, and I thank them every day! This is an incredible foundation and amazing people who run it.
They have lived the pain and horror themselves with their son and have turned it into a bright light! They are
role models to us, and we hope to pay it forward someday soon!
										Sincerely,
										

Blake & Shelly Matthew

GIVING FAMILIES HOPE

testimonials
“So grateful to MTF, our
youngest has a terminal lung
disease. With their help we
can bring her home for the
remaining of her days.”
		- Abe family

Ryska Family Paying It Forward
It is with profound gratitude that I was able to make a
contribution to the Mitchell Thorp Foundation today.
I am still overcome with gratitude for the way you and Brad and
the Mitchell Thorp Foundation were able to support us in our
hardest moments. We can always find ways to spend money BUT
we feel driven to give back to the community that has helped us
get through the worst of times. I know that families are so in
need of these funds!
Thank you for the faithful work you do to support this community.
I know exactly how wonderful it will feel for a family to receive
the funds that we were able to contribute.
			

With much love, The Ryska Family

“ MTF has been our lifeline
when we needed it most”
-Velasquez Family
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Mitchell Thorp Foundation

Programs

Keeping up with the demand of applications. The sudden onset of a
child’s life-threatening illness or accident is devastating to the family;
24/7 care and hardship become a way of life.
1
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OUR CHALLENGE

Loss of Income:
Most often, one of the parents has to quit their job to
stay by the child’s bed side and care for them.

Financial Burden:
Parents struggle keeping up with medical bills and
household expenses.

Emotional Stress:
78% of families whose child is diagnosed with a critical
illness experience divorce or separation; and the stress
will test these families beyond their endurance, often
bankrupting them financially, emotionally and physically.

OUR PURPOSE
To make a difference today for a child fighting for
their tomorrow, by bringing relief, hope and a sense of
normalcy.
According to the Center for Health Outcome Research,
each year more than half a million children in the
U.S. are diagnosed with life-threatening medical
conditions.
MTF provides urgently needed support through our
programs:

OUR SOLUTION
Medical and Home Assistance
• Provides financial support for required medical treatments and equipment that are not covered by insurance.
• Transportation Services: Provide funding for airfare or gas cards and hotel stays.
• Home assistance, utility bills, food, etc.

GIVING FAMILIES HOPE

Healing & Rehabilitation
• Physical Therapy Services beyond treatment.
• Counseling Services for affected child and family.
• Sibling Support- School tutors, and camps for the
affected child and siblings.

Wheelchair Conversion Vans
Assist families with conversions and wheelchair
accessible vehicles, affording them the freedom to
enjoy their time together for as long as that may be.

“So thankful the foundation has helped us
with medical equipment and new car with
wheelchair lift to transport our child safely.”
			
-Knecht Family

Youth Leadership Council
Servant leadership training for students from 7th-12th grade. MTF is all about helping
kids and we believe the youth in our community need a place to volunteer and make a
difference, kids helping kids.
“My child has been with the program for six years
starting in 7th grade until 12th grade. She has learned
so much from the program and is now attending USC in
the fall to study BioMed.”

-Youth Leadership Council
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MITCHELLTHORP

Families
Served
A look-in at our
families in fiscal
year 2020
42% Increase

in Families Served
4

Children Fighting
Unique Illnesses
Cancer 62%

Male 61%
22%

Cerebral Palsy – 6%

Essential Bills Paid

Age of Child
Female 39%
42%

23%

Housing

13%
Utilities

Disorders – 6%
Transportation

Blood Base Diseases – 4%
Autoimmune – 3%
Muscular Dystrophy – 3%
Miscellaneous Illnesses – 16%
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A Look at Those in Need
Hispanic/Latino 42%



Mixed Descent 19%

White/Caucasian 19%

Asian/Pacific 13%

Average Annual Income of Families Supported <$25,750

45% below the Federal Poverty Guidelines - Average Household Size 4.5

Essential Bills Paid
Bills do not stop when the family gets a diagnosis. Ongoing financial assistance helps the families keep their head above water and able to
support their child during these difficult times.

Medical & Home Assistance Program – 73%
Healing & Rehabilitation Program – 10%

Medical – 51%

Conversion Van Program – 12%

Insurance – 10%

Youth Leadership Program – 5%

Groceries – 3%

The number of hospitals we partnered with in California that have a pediatric oncology

Transportation – 3%

department and / or pediatric transplant unit, include Rady Children’s Hospital, Kaiser

Utilities – 2%

Permanente Hospital, Naval Medical Hospital and Tri-City Hospital, ucile Packard
Children’s Hospital, City of Hope and Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital.

Housing – 31%

GIVING FAMILIES HOPE

Giving Hearts
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Mitchell Thorp Foundation is 100% reliant on private donations.
Without your generous support, our work would not be possible.

Total Support & Revenue
$402,309.00

52%

31%

$208,386.00

$123,923.00
17%
$70,000.00

Contributions

Special Events

Grants

Total Operating Expenses
$351,285.00

24%	
  
Program Services
$225,850.00
Program	
  
Services	
  
Management & &
General
$42,883.00
Management	
  
	
  General	
  
	
  

Fundraising	
  
Fundraising $82,552.00

12%	
  

64%	
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testimonials

Front Line Workers Impact
“As Director of Neuro-Oncology at Rady Children’s Hospital since 2009, I can
personally attest to the tireless dedication of the Foundation for the wellbeing of families whose children have been diagnosed with cancer. They
exemplify each and every aspect of their mission statement.
We are extraordinarily grateful to have this organization in our community
that focuses on the well-being of the “family unit” during the tumultuous
course of childhood cancer therapy. I have witnessed firsthand the benefit
of the Foundation from my own brain tumor families whose lives were
significantly changes because of the altruism shown.
There are very few organizations that see the “big picture” of charitable giving.
Through their own life tragedy in losing Mitchell in 2008, they have embraced
their sorrow and have turned it into the most beautiful way of honoring his legacy, by helping those most
vulnerable patients and their families diagnosed with pediatric cancer.”
- John Crawford MD MS
“Thank you so very much for
helping this family with their
utility bills. With so little time left,
they do not need to worry or
stress out about another bill.
I cannot thank you enough,
professionally and personally.”

Professor of Clinical Neurosciences and Pediatrics
Interim Director of Child Neurology University of California San Diego
Director of Pediatric Neuro-Oncology University of California
San Diego and Rady Children’s Hospital

-Laurie Brust
LCSW Rady’s Children’s Hospital
Social Worker

The foundation has been a wonderful source of comfort to families I work closely with. I am a social
worker who follows pediatric oncology patients from the time of diagnosis to the end of treatment, or
end of life. The relief that I have witnessed when parents/caregivers can focus on supporting their child
through cancer treatment instead of worrying about paying rent, or another large bill, is incredible to
bear witness to.
What these parents/caregivers endure when they learn their child has cancer is unimaginable.
With the assistance of foundations like the Mitchell Thorp Foundation, their stress and suffering
becomes manageable. This is just one example of how dedicated the staff at the foundation are and a
demonstration of their compassion for the families referred to them.
			

-Nathalie Servin, MSW Social Services, Oncology Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital

GIVING FAMILIES HOPE
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When Communities of Willing and Giving
Hearts Come Together, Miracles Do Happen.
Thank you to all our individual donors, corporate sponsors, and partners who helped make a difference in
a child’s life, who is fighting for their tomorrow – you are truly appreciated. We’d like to offer an extended
acknowledgment to the companies below, who have donated $2,500 and above.

thank you!
for your supporT

6965 El Camino Real, Suite 105-433,

Mitchell Thorp Foundation is a public

Carlsbad, CA 92009

501 (c)(3) all proceeds go directly to the

info@mitchellthorp.org

vendors of families needing support.

www.MITCHELLTHORP.ORG

Tax Deductible ID # 27-0824320

